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bere hath been about it of Excomau 
nication : fore fay there1s no {uch thing, 
1 ec~ humane Ordinance, and to be ex-cuted by the Magiftrate ; o- 
a thers hold itto bea divine Ordinance, and yet all the Mem- 
Gas, bers of the Church muft have cquall power in the execu- 
és tion of it : others fay itbelongeth onely to the Elderfhip, yet 
set cobb theconfent of the Charch, thar they: 
the the unitie of it: and fomefay, they are caft out 
from all the publike Ordinnances: Others fay, they are to be caft out only 
from fome of them: And fome fay , they are to be caft out: for ignorance, 
orat leaft {afpended from the Lords Supper: others fay, none but only for 
fandall, Thefe divifions-have hindred our expeCtation of fetled govern- 
ment; we have waited long, and {till Reformation fticks in the place of brea- 
king forth of children, Hof.13.13.and the meane time the foule of the Church 
Mike he Shunamite) is vexed and grieved within her, and all the Propteis feeme 
to fay, Ler ber alone, fer the Lord bath hidit from me, and bath.not teld it me; 
King. 4:27.They net, then fata, 1 will minb ovinion, the Spirtt 
Conftraineth me, Job,22.16,17. beeaufe the child of iS come to 
the birth and there ts.ne firength to. bring forth, {4.37 therefore we mourpe 
tid humble our felves, that {candalous perfons might be taken from ainong us, 
and the Ordinances of Chri kept Poliution, that we wight 
unto the Lord a pure ofr, It. might tt 
A 


others fay, it is 2 
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| 
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that the ploric of che Lard thight dwell in ou: Cand: 59, 
Ordinal xcommunication thus defined, /t 4 4 divin Cone 


abs ing ch b- Officers Ana gal € 
hat t falfe Prine 4" Tra 
or by the leaven o trample i it under foot, the 


fit them from all the publike Ordinances of Chrift, till they be 
wed, and R cformation and fa to the re- admitted 


“The all fi be brariches of the definition the 

vite of one proves the other. 

3 it, Excommunic ation te adivire Con fore both tle key es were piven 
the Muittry, the key of Do@trine, and the key of Difcipline : is not 
tothe Ghuirch!, they What ha bite wil 

| gitet bee rhe Afar. 16.19. a0d whatfocver the Miniftry, or Church- Offi. 
cits bind) om.esrth, cfhall be bound in herwery and what the, leefe on earth, 
fhill | be loofedinheaven; Chap.18.17,18.and, wher fri ye remit, [ball be ree 

pitten Land fins.ye retnine Job.20.23.— 

dl jig ASS it was ti only by Church. Off- 

| ahd Paul ‘aith, T bave-jatiged }.and do not yee Jrdge thote that ate within: 

catt out thercfore thar wicked perfon, Pau’, 
troubicth you, fhall have his judgment, whoever he be, Gal.5.10.a0d he receivad 
the Lord that which he delivered to them,1 Cer.11.23.it was not done by the 

Minifter alone, nor by all the Church, but it was inflyted by many, 2 Cor.2.6. 

4 and this was, the Elderfhip or Church. Officers, .becaufe, 
| + hirdly, If chisdivine Cenfure be not done, the. Church - Officers only are 
| bhained for it, the Lord faid unto the Angell or Miniftrieof the Church of Taye 
tyre, J have [ome againft thee, then. [affers fi Lexrbellio (eam ce 
fervants, and the Lor hath fomathing againft she Angel or. Ads nftric of the Charea 
of Pergamas, becanfe they had {ome ameng th:ns that Dektrine. of Biliary 

Fourthly, Excommunrication is.< divine aot ‘shuman 3. 

it waS in the Chriftisn Chut¢h before they bad either, huatane Lawes ot 

Magiftrares in its acd.after wards, when the had Kings and te 

burgh, they have fubmiteed themfclves to this Ocdinance. 

| Fifthly, divine Cen/ure, becaule the to obey 
hat have the rhle over them, who alfo have {poken thearthe Got, 

Tusc 1n their fo the Tule the for. Bot adult 

Then this is contrary to their now deny thee there 

fh Ord) nance, snd «would have the Mag fteate to Church with ts 


| tule in the State, but this i bis, King 
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Office in the Church, who placed them to rule fo in the Stateonely, and net m 
the Chorch, by the pofitive Lawes of the Land. But Minifters rule Minifterially 
the Word only, and mobedienee to Chriftand notto men. 
Secondly,’ This is contrarie to them. who hold that all the Cageregation muft 
tnfe, jodge and cen{ure. but if all fhould be rulers,who fhould they rule? and if 
sl] fhould judge and cenfure, Who fhouli they Judge and cenf{ure it was the A. 
noftles and Elders, thofe Chwch-Officcrs in that. Synod at Jerufalem that 
made Decrees to be kept, & laid it thew, they conciuded and paffed fentence, 
15 19;28,16,4,21,25. this Cenfire of Excommpnication wasnot infli- 
cd by all, but by many ; fee2 Cor.2.45,6. 
Thirdly, Tois iscontrarie to thofe that would have this divine Cenfure to be 
patahumane Ordinance, and to be inflicted by the Magiftrate fayiag te the 
MB Church, is to tell the Megiftrate, AZ4r.18.17 but fure Chrilt did never intend that 
~ brethren fhould go to law For every {mail private offence, but rather tl the Offi. 
eets of the Church, and they would sdmonifh them better: then the true 
B® meaning of Chriftis this; There was a private offcace which one neighbour had 
| done toanother, which fhould fave been decided by twodwords, but could nor; 
hereupon it was brought10 the Eldet fhip, andBeing aiprivate offence they could 
- potpunih him that did the wrong by Excommunicating him, although. he was 
 Geperate and was neither forric for what he had done, neither would make fatif-— 
fadtion for the wrorg,now the Elderfhipcould onely admonifla him privately, 
and if that would not reclaime him that did the wrong, from private injuries, — 


the partie Wronged was torefraine hiscompany,and toelteemeothin as abea- 


then or a Publican. \yat neither the Church, nor other men muflt,fo efteem, of him, 
tilthey have the {:me experience of his injarious dealing withthem: for the 
Church doth not we will fo cfteem of him, but /et bigs to shee, then 
this could not be a civill Court of Judieatorie, for they had more power in their 
hands hen,to admonith him by words, although the offence was private, they 
‘Might inprifon, fine, or correét him for his private offence, in regard he would — 
_beneither forrie tor bis wrorg, notmake fatisfaction, fee Lwk.12.58,29. Mat. 
—5.25,26. but the Elderfhip could only admonifh fora private off:nce, although 
they might caft him out fora publike fcandall having the confent of the Church, — 
then Excom munication if not a humane Ordinance to be executed by the Civil 

Mogifliate, then this doth dire@ly fuit with the Presbyteriall way of Gover 
ment, who referre matters to the Elderfhip (as the Kingdom doth to the Parlia- 
ment) and that Goyernment io this point morezgrees with the Word of God, 
then anicof the other. | | 
‘The nex thing in the definition is, that they ought tobelegaily exeommunica- 
ted, ifs man goon in away of «rrer,fo that hewndermsines the truth of Du@ine, 
ot Di/c:pline, or by prophinnefic trample it under foot, then the Minilter ought 
Net oi himfelfe to keep back fucha man frem anie publike Ordioance of Chrifts 
for if this power were mone mang breft it were as bad as the Pope, or any de | 


| 


| 
| 
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| Miniter filed ed with him if he doit 
| hath 90 anic Ordinance; nor to keep the 0d. 
chem, for weceffity laid sipon them,end Wee be-nnto bem if they pregh 
det Gofpell 9.16. and this neceMity lics upon them to di‘pence all the 
Opdigences of Chrift coal ia the Chureh, till they belegaily cat out. 
| the legall way of Excommunication is this Firft, there mutt be law. 
fall eon viction of the thar js tobe eatt out, by witne fics befure the Elder 
how this man by ertout undermines the trath ct the G orby pe 
inefle tramples it poder foot,then the Elderfhip mutt adinonifh to feagg 
that wicked courfe of life :. this.it may be will make him at Ieaft romife amend. 
Mentor Reformation ; thenthey muft it ay be 
_bamay exour, of. prophane life, but af not, they mutt call hin. betong 
Remagsine, snd urge hin of his promife, and tell him alfo, if he donot reforms, 
Chey ar this it aiay be will make him more 
| to leave thet finfull conrfe, then they ought to forbeace, and try 
lock tocut member, if it be poffible to healeit. 


‘they matt priced agtinfthim, and conclade that he deferves to be caft out, 


yet although they hsve pafled their private ccnfure among theasfelwes, 
rather chet the Ordigance of Chcitt fhould be pale 
duted, es did ; and it is likcly there was more with him when he faid, 
that be who hath dene this deed may be men frome 


»§.2,3. yet he was not tobe aually and (olemnly calt out, til 


eth togetber in the Name of Chrift, and Wich che power of the 
| iypirc briff, Fors od to keep the unitie of the Church,they mutt informe them 
Sewthey spunit this man by way of admonition, and’ ftil hee 


gdtson in his {cendelous life, either und-rmininz, or t 
under feet if the Church be willing 

but in cafe there be more in the rch againft it then fort, 
For the peace they mult forbeare and try him againe by 
A alton, aid if he go cn Ril. make itagsin known to the whole Church, and it 
they wal confent to havehim out; but if they will not, the Elder 
ip mult forb:are upon further tryall by admonition, left rhey make 


rampling-the Ordmanct 
y ‘proceed to 


of the Church 


| ‘sing the meines of admonition, nodoubt in tine the man will either bett 
on Church will give cunfent 16 ealthim out, and:the of 


a je next thing in the Defiiition is, to fhew who muftbe ¢xtommunicated. 
Jenfwer: Only ‘fcandalous perfons, and they are of two forts ; either (uch 


a 


heve pafied the firft and fecoad admonition Reformation, 


Pauli, mas that is an beretibe a'ter th: firft and [-cond admonizion, 


Church, and fo the remedie wil be worfe then the difeate.~ . That 


any 
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fechas by the Icaven of prophane life the Gofpell under feot; 
thefo mult be kept ont of the Chriftian Church, or they will be the suing 
{hall broach acd mainteine any ertour,. or herefic, the 
Chirft, and by that meancs feek to deftrey the doctriné™er difciplinent. . 
the Chrittian Religion, this is the Jeavemof the Pharifics and. Sadduces, Matthe 
j6.10)82. and fo long as they hold fuch crrours, Jobs would not admit them in- - 
tothe Chriftien Chureh,becaufe like Vipers they would have eaten out the be well 
of the Chriftan Charch : See 7. And for fuch errors (isith they 
for« little of this leaven wid leaven the whole lump : therefote. 
(fith be) Ihave corfidencein yom, inthe Lord Fefus Chri, thatgouwil benone 
wherwile mind: d but he that sronblerh yon foal have hu judgement, Whofeverhe 
he, 10. any csufe griefe tothe Church, (efficient to fach a 
thes puxifoment, which was inflslied of many: 3 
Secondiy , this divinecenfure mutt be iriflited upon fuch as have the lesvenof 
spropbane ilfe, <lfe they will make the Lords people abhor the offcrings of the 
Lord, Sam,2.17,22,24. And Peal hearing of theinceftuous man, 
him worthy to becaft out, and faith ; Do wor yee judge thofe that are within,purge 
mther:fore the old leaven, that you may be a new lump; and if. that man will 
refraine bis company ; and if that will not reclaime him, calf ont from among 
thar wicked perfon, 1.Cor. §. Foras the leavenof errourwal catout 
the truth of Do¢t:ine and Difcipline, like a canker, as.did- the words of 
and Phile: ns, 2 Tim.3,.17; fo prophanent fie calts 


Me Profeffours of it, and makesboth to be defpifed..§ 

But fome would have ignorance to be 2 {vfficient caufeof eating out, orat 
tokeep them from the Sacrament of the Lo:ds Suppet bet I can find 
Text, for sll came to the Paflover withoute 


unicfle they were le- 
ancleane,. and fo caft eut-;. and all thofe young Converts came to, ths Lords 
| they 


without any exception, 4: 2.46. shd-a0. 7. were baptized, 
erenot the other Sacrament; and they baptized multitudes toge= 
thet, Afatth.3, and fome of them knew not that there wag any Holy Ghoft, nei*” | 
ther did they know J.fus Chrift, till had taught them, 1,2:3)4« | 
Tet hete is no encouragement for ignorant pet fons to: rufh upen the ‘holy things: | 
for they fin fearfully ,unleffe they. kno w God in bis'inames and Attributes, 
bs works of Creation, works of Grace and Providence, and jefus 
distour in his two Natures, and his Offices, and hiu felfe in the {tate of | 


tis, and in the {tate of corruption, and reftored by Chrift to grace here, and gla~ 
the foule after death, and in the body atrer the day ef judgement ; for, 
fale withent kngwledge net goed, Prov. 19: 2. Scethe danger of.it, 14>. 
Theft met difcerning the Lords bodyithey drink jndgement 


Minifter. but to himfelfe, 1 Cor.11.29. Then if a faithfoll Minifter hath: 
knowledge, and laboured to 


A 


thewed them the danger in coats 1g, without 


| 
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Rall they até willingly ignorant, he may fay, be 
yer I be ylorious in the eyes of the Lord, for my work with my Gd 
| Here isa/weet faveur to Chriftin them tbat are faved, andinthh | 


This (1 aay comforthin, when they will neither 
kno wiles, ner yet he the Sxerament, and the Church 
powerto keep them brek, nor aft the:n out; unkffe they oppofe the Truth by 
Phe nexe thing in tht Definition, isthe extent of it, fiom what mak theybe 


% 


as 


Lord delivered For intohis han 
vera Gclivered Job intohis hands to corré 


Tanfwer: From all the publike’O,dinsnces of Chrift inthe Church, 
for edition xeainft Moles wis {mitten with leprofie, and the Lord’ 
ber out from the camp fewen days,Num.t 2.8.14. And fer burningit. 
‘Genie, Was mitten with Teprofie,and dmeit in a feverall till the duy-of bis death, 
be was cmt off from the woule of the Lord 2 Chron.26.19 21. And taith Paul, Pm 
diay from among your felves that wicked perfon.; and iaith he, / Would zhey Were 
leven tat cif which trem ile you, Gal.5.12. By thisitis plaine, that they werecut 
fromall publike Ordinzrces, which is contrari¢ to rhofé that would hs've them 
idebarted froin the Lorés Supper only, and yer fredly enjoy ail’ other Ordinantés, 
isno Excommunication at ail, neither em any found reafon be given, 
they fhould be kept fem one ordinance, when as they aiay frecly er jay all there, 
thingin the Definition is, the time how long they are to ttand 
micated ? Yanfwer : Till they be sfhiamed, and by repentance and reformation 
pive! fatis faction to the ‘Chutch, and then they nay apaine ‘be 
that foe my be ber out of the camp feven dics, and attr 
that ber in again, Numb.12 14. And faith Pawl, Have company with 
that be 2 3.14. But although A/iriam being godt 
wasethsned, and repented, yet Vzziah was cut off trom chs 
‘Yh ‘Lord afl the tyes of his life, becaufe hee repented not, to vivethe 
On, Out of the Churches proteCtion into Satans harids, to 
| Feet them wth fhime ind forrow, ufing the verie Devill'for the healrh of the 
foule, as Phy fitians hft‘poyfon for the health of the’body ; but ‘whew: they 
gritfeand forrow ) are afhamed, aad repent, 
| to ad witted, left Satanget advantage, and ff they be 
of overmuch firr cw, 2 Cor.2 6 7.11. fortheirend muft’bé, wien ety 
var them re Satan to be Corrected, that their [pirits be fav: dina the 
Lord Cor 5.5. Neither doth excommunication cut cH their nght'to 
Ordinances altogether, only for the prefent their foules are defperattly fitk, 
| eafic phy fick will cure them : faith and Alex ander baye 
| Satan, thar they maylearne vot to 
thore'with Paxil, when heedid this, they ace noe 
Bey Were NOt Serene of them at his pleafare ; but asthe 
Chim, to humble him for his 


Cffureh deliver them to Setar for thameand. fortow, temake thenr kaye 


not themout 


their prayers, admonitions exhort tations, 2 T he ..3.: 14, 
And it was to keep the Ordinances trom pollution, both for theirs and the U.hure 
but then, if after all this, he fhall upon felfe malice Chtift and 


pell,a8 the Emperour did, and the Church difcerne him to.commit 


the 
thet uopardonable fin, they may declare this, and fo ave bim to his finalleftates 


sndiceale to pray for him, being aifin unto death, and not to be prayed for, 1 Jah. 
¢.16,and rather pray for juftice upon him, than fot any mercie to him, as Pew 
did for Alexander the Copper-fmith, when he did him much evill, 4. 
beare hatred to the Lord Je(us Chrift, let himbe anathema man 
ranatha, And if inmalice to Chrift, they teach any other Gippel, 
them be accurfed; yea, 1 fay, lee them be accurfed, Uf they 


giuncleane fpirit, Mark.3.29,30. Such as tread under foor the bloudot the Cas 
whereby they foonld be fanGlified, and do dc fpite unto the §pirit ef Gract, 
Heb.t0.29. Suchas thefe indeed the Churchis to 1 id their hands of, and leave 


then! to veheir finall cftate ; but-fuch cafe as this wee heare of none 


fincethe Apoftics dayes ; but yet the Ordinance of Excommunicatiod be 
mech mercie ta the foule of him.that is caft out, andia love.te the 


wasthe caufe why this Ordinance wasgiven to the: Chuseh, (o keep. the Oidi. 
mances from pollation by heretiles and prophane perians, thaChereh haying 

huméne power to defend it from pollution by the eng§mics.ct 
Difeipline: But now whole Kingdomes have received the Chiiftian Faxh, and 
Kings and Magiftratesdo andrhey make fugh pofitiveLawes,, may, 
feppreffetoth error and prophanenefir, and they are Guardaboutshe Church, 
athough they may not-tule as Kings init, yet they are to Re theit, owne Lawes 
ebferved for the good of the Chureh, as ntx fing-fathers to it; and te punifh the 
difturbers of it, Ezra 7: 25,26. And when Church. Officers declare to them, 
how errour cats out the Truth, and prophanenefle makes it to be defpifed, aad 


inesfethe Magiftrates be faith fall in their places, and 
Prophanencfle, whem it is difeo vered plained ot ,,aceording to their pofi- 
tive Lawes then the Chuteie Qficers excommunicatesoy for many 
Yeates together ; for this remedy was given tothe Church when they had 


Pollution, and it is ftill to be ufed, in cafe the Magiftrates be negligent in-thete 
Places ;. As the isinlittle ufeia the Church, if the leffer El~ 


ening, may be faved intheiday of he Lord but they 
at 


Againft rhe Holy Ghoft, they never be forgiven, bocanjc hey (ay he, bacle 


Ordinancesot Chrift, when they feck to keep them from pellution.. And chig 


» the Magiftrates, will.not punith it-secordi#e to their pofitive Law, then the 
Church hath thi power to cat them out from the O: dinances of C hrift ,and not _ 
them “to-be undérmined by heretikes , nor trampkd upon by prophane 


ther humane Lawes ror Msgiftrates init, to keep the O.dinireesof Chnift from 
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Bacinexlethey beoor, then (I (ay) God hath provided this far th 


al be proved before they be put into anie office, I 


faces, and will labour to have them redreffed, or their perfons puni 
Law by errour, or chat treaxple upon it by prophane 


thal excommunicate themfclves | 


Mapiltrates be faith fell, they will much cafe them 


mote trouble : For if 


his Ordinances from pollution. 


rch- Officers may be able to difcover errour and prophaneneffe 


‘Deacons muft-be fo proved, much more fhould ruling and tesching Elders, they 
‘mult be knowne di difcerning eyes, to fore-fee the fink rife of errour, and 
otahdy life, to contradict 


tor careleffe, and muft have Lawyers te make knowne, who off :n@ againit the 
Lawes of the Land: Sothe Church had need to have thofe that are orell skill 
in Gods Law, to make knownc who offends againft it, and to jud ripe: 

t 


seme ee negligence, or going 2 whoring after 


pebidie O--dinances in the Church, as the Kings of Judah did, 2 


G,19,10,11,31,4,35,16. and if they wil wot obey 


, Comp[eation of goods, or imprifonment, Exra 7.26. and for their conki- 
énite it may beas free ewe will to thepublike Ordinances of Chrift, and the 
commend of man cannot hinder it, unleils they defpife obedience to God, for 


the very hatred they bear to the Magiftrate for commanding it : but by this it ap- 


bears, that they-iebour enlic to have their confciences tor 
toas aera good as they will, and none will hinder them. 


Tuomas 


nry Bible in Serer and 


Commons. 


ae ociechianes and fay their coniciencs mult be free to do fo, then the 
eby his pofitive Lawes, mult fetch them in, and command obedicnes 


Ley at Pauls Chaine near Doctors" 


hanenefle ; when as the chiefe Magiftrate comes 
(tb his place by inheritance, and fometimes is a woman, 8 child, or weak io wits, it 
and catelefle ; and fubordinate Msgiftrates fometimes are igao. 


| the Law of God and the Law 
Of the King, les judgement be {peedily executed upon thems, either to death or ba 
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Mode erate 


‘Impartially Communicating Martiall 
Affaires to the Kinenomi of 


ath 


"The Enemy 
weak one, a divi 
not what he would have , 
— _Lecall wile'men, and'good 1 


| fuch aman willbe 
infin than my felf ; thal not have op- 
to fe upon the skits of thofle Hove noe. 

Two Favourites fall cut, and they muft fer their Mafters at ftrife 
and differenees , yea renew them after mavy yeares trouble. What 
& defired, thais not had, uolefle «Mordecai out of the gate. Men will 
never be of one mind, agree in all; Let every one yield alittle, lofes 
gun lee or al 


‘Eee 


«4 


1 
i 


igof an Accord ending ol troubles, o new. Sate, were 
35 it ought to be for 
ne lefle than to preventan uni deftru@tion upon foule or body, or 
both, There feems to be a willingnes.on all fides to fettle thefe King ” 


